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HISTOET OP THE BAPTISTS IN DELAWAEE. 

BT REV. MORGAN EDWARDS. 

Introductory Note bt Horatio Gates Jones. 

(Concluded from page 61.) 

The next church in order of time is 

Broad Creek. 

The church is distinguished, as above, from the hundred 
where the bulk of the people reside, and the hundred from 
the creek which runs through it, about 106 miles towards 
s. b. w. h. w. from Philadelphia ; the families which usually 
make up the congregation are about 50, whereof 23 persons 
are baptized and in the communion, here administered quar- 
terly. The minister is Rev. John Benson ; his income about 
20 pounds, including perquisites. ~No temporality. No 
meeting-house. They hold 'worship at private houses. The 
above is the present state of Broad Greek, March 13, 1791. 

History. 

This church originated the same way with that of the 
Sounds, and by the same means, viz..: the ministry of 
Messrs. Baker and Hughes. The names of the persons 
whom they converted and baptized in this neighbourhood 
are the following : Edward Blades, Mary Blades, Joshua 
Gibbins, Ann Gibbins, John Gibbins, Sarah Gibbins, Samuel 
Gibbins, Joshua Gibbins, Jr., William Dusky, Leah Dusky, 
Edmond Hitcheji, Tabitha Hiichen, John Benson (pres. min- 
ister), Leven Bacon, Adore Bacon, William Mattocks, Alex- 
ander Mattocks, Sarah Mattocks, William Loyd, Sarah Boyd, 
Edward Noks, Thomas Noles, Emanuel Walker, Philip Waller, 
Thomas Grace, Sarah Grace, Thomas Ogksby, Sarah Oglesby, 
Machel Calkway, Jaen Smith, Elizabeth Baker, Moses Gordy y 
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Eunice Gordy, Pebeeca Cormin, Sophia Shahavane, Comfort 
Boyce, Sarah Phillips, James Perdue, Ann Perdue, William 
Oliffin, Elizabeth Oliffin, Phoda Pointer, Delilah Perdue, 
George Davis, and Mary Davis, and two negroes, Neal 
and Rachel : these 47 persons were constituted into a 
church (May 31, 1781) by Rev. Messrs. E. Baker and John 
Gibbins. 

Remarkables. 

This is the second church in Sussex, and the third in the 
State, and one of the ten which formed the Salisbury Asso- 
ciation in 1782. (2) This church hath in ten years decreased 
from 47 to 23 : the reason is, several families have moved 
from hence to Georgia and other southern parts about the 
year 1784 ; and a large number was dismissed to form a 
church at Gravelly Branch in 1785. 

Ministry. 

The first ministers of this church were the fathers of it, 
viz. : Rev. Messrs. Baker and Hughes : they visit their chil- 
dren at seasons to this day. Mr. Baker was here since my 
arrival (March 10, 1791) ; and Hughes last Sunday (March 
20) : but the first that settled among them was 

Rev. John Gibbins. 

He was born in this neighborhood in the year 1739 ; 
bred a Presbyterian ; embraced the sentiments of the Bap- 
tists among the first of Baker's and Hughes's converts ; or- 
dained at Fouling Creek ; then he travelled till he settled 
with this church in 1784 ; died Nov. 6, 1786. His wife was 
Mrs. Dingle, widow of a clergyman of the Church of Eng- 
land. He had to his brother, Rev. Samuel Gibbins, to 
whose occasional labors the churches in Delaware and 
other States are much beholden. He remedied the defects 
of his education by personal industry (and the help of Rev. 
Jer. Walker) so far as to be master of his mother-tongue ; 
and (in a conversation I had with him in 1786) he lamented 
that he could not read the gospel in the language of Christ 
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and his apostles, without which knowledge (of Greek) he 
deemed it impossible to study his Testament critically, as 
so much depends on the little particles, viz. : prepositions, 
adverbs, conjunctions, etc. He was therefore determined to 
visit R. I. College ; but the smallpox stopped his progress 
at Wilmington, where he died soon after. I contracted 
intimacy with said "Walker in my tour through Virginia in 
1772. I found him remarkable for strength of memory 
and industry; the English grammar he published is much 
thought of. Mr. Gibbins's successor is the present minister, 

Rev. John Benson. 
He was born in "Worcester County in Maryland July 22, 
1758 ; bred a Presbyterian ; after he became a Baptist he 
was employed in reading sermons to the people when no 
minister happened to be present : afterwards he was desired 
to preach in the assembly of the church. He continued this 
course to June 14, 1790, when he was ordained and took the 
oversight of the church in conjunction with that of Gravelly 
Branch. He has an assistant of the name of Joshua Gib- 
bins. The family of the Gibbins (like that of the Suttons) 
have furnished the churches with many ministers, and are 
the first fruit of Sussex (as that of Stephanas was of Achaid), 
and, like his family, have addicted themselves to the minis- 
try of the saints. Eight were in the constitution of the 
Sounds Church, six in that of Broad Creek; five of the 
same family became preachers. The next church in order 
of time is 

Cowmarsh. 

The church is distinguished as above from a tract of land 
of the same name, in Murderkill Hundred and county of 
Kent, about 92 miles toward s. s.w. g.w. from Philadelphia. 
They hold worship chiefly at the house of Job Meredith, Sr., 
for a meeting they have not; the families, about 30, whereof 
27 persons are baptized and in the communion, here cele- 
brated once a quarter. No minister. 2To fixed salary ; nor 
many rich. The above is the present state of Cowmarsh, 
March 4, 1791. 
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History. 

The first Baptist minister who preached at Cowmarsh was 
Mr. John Sutton, then minister of "Welsh-Tract ; this was 
in 1770. After him Rev. Messrs. Stelle, Kelsay, "Worth and 
others visited the parts. In 1772 Rev. James Sutton (from 
Tuckiho) came and baptized four, viz. : John Price and his wife, 
Grace Reynold, Elizabeth Reynold. Others were baptized here, 
and some at "Welsh-Tract, viz. : William Price, Rebecca Price, 
John Patten, Elizabeth Patten, Job Meredith, Jacob Meredith, 
Jacob Meredith, Jr., David Meredith, Elizabeth Meredith, Wil- 
liam Betts, Elizabeth Betts, Jacob Growell, Susanna Robinson, 
Sarah Lewis, Sarah Goodwin, Lucretia Bostwick, Daniel Carter, 
Joshua Dewees, Elizabeth Dewees, Mary McGifford, Elizabeth 
Patten, Jr., Alee a negro. These 26 persons (some of whom 
had joined "Welsh-Tract Church) were formed into a body 
ecclesiastic by Messrs. Boggs and Fleeson, July 18, 1781 ; 
and in 1786 joined the Association. 

Remarkables. 

This little church hath existed for ten years, and is but 
one more in number than at the constitution in 1781. One 
reason is, the detachment that was made from it to form a 
church at Mispillion. (2) A resolution was formed in 1781 
to build a meeting-house, and a considerable sum was sub- 
scribed ; but their active friend (Luff Meredith) dying, the 
design failed : but they talk of putting it in execution this 
coming summer. (3) This church and that of Mispillion are, 
in part, the oft'spring of "Welsh-Tract Church. (4) The 
principal families, viz. : the Prices and Merediths, are 

of "Welsh extraction. 

Ministry. 

The ministers who officiated at Cowmarsh from the be- 
ginning have been mentioned already ; the only one they 
have had since was 

Rev. Eliphaz Dazey. 
He took the oversight of this church April 21, 1787, in 
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conjunction with that of Duck Creek; but resigned Oct. 25, 
1788. Since that time Messrs. Ferrel, Dewees, and others 
have ministered to them. Mr. Dazey was born near Indian 
River, in Sussex County, Oct. 26, 1754 ; called to the minis- 
try at the Sounds in the month of April, 1782 ; ordained 
July 12, 1784. Next fall went to Mispillion, and in 1787 
to Cowmarsh and Duck Creek, and thence to Chester, in 
Pennsylvania ; there he married Miss Jemima Leonard, by 
whom he had a daughter named Harriet. The next church 
in point of age is 

Duck Greek. 

So named from the hundred where most of the people re- 
side in the county of Kent, about 72 miles to s. s.w. h.w. from 
Philadelphia. The meeting-house is of bricks, built in 1771, 
and accommodated with a good stove. It stands on a lot of 
one acre, the gift of John and Philemon Dickinson ; their 
conveyance is dated Nov. 17, 1772. The dimensions of the 
house are 30 feet by 25 ; the families about 60, whereof 74 
persons are professed Baptists and in the communion, here 
administered the fourth Sunday in the month. The church 
consists of three branches ; one near, another at Eastland- 
ing where a meeting-house is to be built, 1 the third at 
Georgetown in Maryland. This branch sprouted in the fol- 
lowing manner: towards the end of July, 1785, Messrs. Flee- 
son and Boggs preached in the neighborhood at the request 
of a certain Methodist of the name of Parsons ; other minis- 
ters visited the parts until about 16 persons were proselyted 
to their way : these joined Duck Creek Church. The Lord's 
Supper is administered to this branch by Rev. Mr. Ferrel 
once a quarter. He and the two following are the present 
ministers of Duck Creek ; the revenue is unknown, but sup- 
posed to be about 100 pounds. The above is the present 
state of Duck Creek Feb. 2, 1791. 

1 And was built in 1791— its dimensions are 25 feet by 20; it is ac- 
commodated with a stove, and stands on a lot of half an acre, the gift of 
Hugh Durborow : his conveyance is not yet signed. The Presbyterians 
contributed to the building of the house, and therefore have the use of 
it. 

Vol. ix. — 14 
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History. 

The tract of land which is known, at present, hy the name 
of Duck Creek Hundred was settled in the year 1733 by a 
number of Welsh families, some of the Independent and 
some of the Baptist denomination. The Independents built 
a meeting-house near the spot where the Baptist meeting- 
house now stands, and called it Brynsion, viz. : Mount Zion. 
They had divine service performed in it by Presbyterian 
ministers, viz. : Rev. Messrs. Thomas Evans, Bees Lewis, 
David Jemison, etc., but in process of time this Independent 
society dwindled away, and the Baptists made use of their 
house while it stood. The Independents neglected to have 
the lot conveyed over to them, by which means it reverted 
to the Dickinsons, and continued in their hands till con- 
veyed to the Baptists at the time before related. 1 The 
Baptist families who settled in the same district were about 
nine : the names of the heads of them were James Hyatt, 
Nathaniel Wild, David Evan, Evan Bees, David Rees, 
James Howel, Evan David Hughs, Joshua Edward ; this last 
preached to them till he went to Peedee in South Carolina ; 
I saw him there in 1772. These Baptist families came 
hither from Welsh-Tract, and were members of that church ; 
and the ministers of Welsh-Tract preached and administered 
ordinances among them, viz. : Enoch Morgan, Nov. 18, 
1734; and again July 19, 1737; Rev. Hugh Davis (of the 
great valley), May 18, 1735; he preached at Brynzion 
meeting-house ; otherwise they met at the house of James 
Hyatt. Rev. David Davis, Sept. 18, 1737, worship was then 
held at the house of Evan David Hugh. In 1749 Rev. Grif- 
fith Jones settled at Duck Creek and continued with this 
branch of Welsh-Tract Church to his death, Dec. 4, 1757 

1 The above particulars and some which follow, I have gleaned from 
an old manuscript that was put into my hands by Risdon Bishop, Esq. : it 
was written by an Independent of the name of Joshua Evans. The writer 
was a scholar, as appears by the correctness of his English and some 
sprinklings of Latin. I received further information from Mr. Joseph 
David (father-in-law to my step-daughter), who is now in his 77th year, 
and well remembers all the settlers and their proceedings. 
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(see his history in Vol. I. p. 24). 1 In the spring of 1766 
Rev. "William Davis (of New Britain) settled here and con- 
tinued with the people to his death, Oct. 3, 1768 (see Vol. 
I. p. 52). 2 After him Rev. Messrs. David Davis, John Sutton, 
John Boggs, Thomas Fleeson and others preached here till 
the number of Baptists had increased to 30 souls ; then they 
petitioned Welsh-Tract Church for leave to become a dis- 
tinct church. The names of constituents follow: Daniel 
David, Rachel David, Lydia Jones, Samuel Griffin, Mary 
Griffin, Martha Griffin, Rachel Griffin, Mary Griffin, Jr., 
Elizabeth Griffin, Lydia Griffin, Lewis Williams, Ruth Wil- 
liams, Rhoda Wallis, Eleanor Spruance, Elizabeth Roe, Ckesar 
Roe, Martha Meredith, Deborah Dickinson, Hugh Durborow, 
Martha Durborow, Mary Anderson, Rebecca Me Vay, Rhuhamah 
Parkerson, Martha Owens, Mary Thompson, Elizabeth Greely, 
Moleston Curry, James Darkling, Andrew Lockart, Mary Lynch. 
These 30 persons were constituted a church by Messrs. 
Fleeson and Boggs, Nov. 24, 1781, and in 1786 were re- 
ceived into the Association of Philadelphia. Note (1) The 
covenant of this church is without date and without signers, 
and therefore no covenant; the dates I obtained from Mr. 
Fleeson's journal. Note (2) The names of the members run 
in one continued list without any distinction between the con- 
stituents and the members afterwards added ; the above 30 

1 From volume I. p. 24. — Griffith Jones. He was born Oct. 8, 1695, at 
a place called Alltfawr in the parish of Llanon and County of Car- 
marthen. Entered on the ministry in the nineteenth year of his age. 
Settled first at Penymi, and afterwards at Chesenhengoed. Came to 
America in 1749, and settled at Duck Creek. Died Dec. 4, 1754, and, 
was buried at Pencader. He had two wives, by whom he had children, 
Mary, Samuel, Morgan (now minister of Hempstead in England), John 
Benjamin, Robert, and Rachel. 

* From volume I. p. 52. — He was born in 1695, at Castellneth in 
Glamorganshire. Came to this country first in 1722, but soon went 
back again. He returned in 1737, and settled at Vincent ; thence he 
removed to Newbritain, and had the joint care of the church to his 
death, which came to pass Oct. 3d, 1768. He was buried at James' 
hundred in Kent county. He had two children, William and Mary, 
who married into the Evans and Caldwell families, and have raised him 
fourteen grandchildren. 
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were pointed out to me, by Dr. Jones, as the persons who 
formed the corporation in 1781. 

JRemarkables. 

The people of Duck Creek continued a branch of Welsh- 
Tract from 1733 to 1781, which was a period of 48 years. 
(2) Since they became a church their number hath increased 
from 30 to 47 in the space of ten years. 

Temporalities. 

A lot in the town of Duck Creek Crossroads measuring 
7 perches square, the gift of Isaac and Mary Griffin ; their 
deed bears date July 1, 1789. 

Ministry. 

The ministers who officiated at Duck Creek before the 
people became a church have been mentioned; but since 
the constitution the following had and have the care of 
them, viz. : 

Rev. Miphaz Dazey. 

I find that he was received into membership in this July 
23, 1784, which I suppose was the time he began to act the 
pastor among them; however, he resigned Oct. 25, 1787 
(see his history under Cowmarsh). His successors are the 
present ministers, viz. : 

Rev. James Jones. 

He took the joint oversight of the church April 8, 1789, 
when he was ordained by Rev. Messrs. Fleeson, Boggs, 
Dazey, and Dewees. Mr. Jones was born in Welsh-Tract 
April 6, 1756; was licensed in that church Nov. 2, 1782. 
Had his education at Newark Academy, and in the same 
Newark studied physic. His wife is Mary Crayton, by 
whom he hath children Sarah, Susanna. His colleague is 

Rev. John Patten. 
He took the joint care of the church at the same time 
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with Mr. Jones ; for they were ordained the same day and 
by the same persons. Mr. Patten was born in Cowmarsh 
Dee. 15, 1752. Was licensed in that church June 14, 1788. 
His wife is Elizabeth Lockwood, by whom he has children, 
James, Richard, Margaret, Samuel. Their colleague is 

Rev. Gideon Ferrel. 1 

He is a native of Maryland ; born in Talbot County, Sept. 
2, 1763 ; brought up a Quaker ; became a Baptist at the 
Sounds, where he was licensed in the month of June, 1788 ; 
ordained at Churchill, Jan. 1790. He resides near George- 
town, and has the care of one branch of this church which 
reside there. His wife is Mary Tull, by whom he has chil- 
dren Jacob and Mary. The next younger church is 

Gravelly Branch. 

This church is distinguished by the above name, which is 
the name of a branch of Nanticoke River, and in Nanticoke 
Hundred and county of Sussex, at the distance of 99 miles 
towards s. b. w. from Philadelphia. The families about 62, 
whereof 69 persons are professed Baptists and in the com- 
munion, here administered once a quarter. The minister is 
Rev. John Benson ; his income about 30 pounds. No meet- 
ing as yet, but soon will be as materials are prepared. They 
hold worship at the house of John "Willis, where a movable 
pulpit is prepared. The above is the present state of Grav- 
elly Branch, March 10, 1791. 

History. 

The rise and settlement of this church are owing to the 
ministry of the forementioned Baker and Hughes. When 

1 Since the above was written Messrs. Patten and Ferrel have resigned 
all care of this church and have gone elsewhere, but another has risen 
up among themselves to supply their place ; his name is William Davis, 
and (if I understand my informer right) he is grandson of the Eev. Wil- 
liam Davis, whose history may be seen in Vol. I. p. 52. Be that as may, 
our William Davis was born at Duck Creek May 9, 1757 ; licensed Sept. 
27, 1794. 
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they had made and baptized 23 disciples in the neighbor- 
hood they formed them into a church July 30, 1785 ; their 
names are Milbern Dukes, Rachel Dukes, John Willis, Ann 
Willis, Mathew Marine, John Hinson, Richard Orockett, Eliza- 
beth Crockett, Anna Crockett, John Graham, Ann Graham, 
Edward Carter Dingle, Comfort Boys, Marjery Sins, Pricilla 
Carter, Isaac Fisher, Elizabeth Fisher; and the following 
negroes, Rachel, Francis, Marian, Bonny, Jenny. 

Remarkables. 

This church hath now existed for six years and increased 
from 23 to 69. (2) It was received into the Salisbury As- 
sociation in 1785. (3) A revival took place in this church 
in 1788 whereby 35 members were added to it. 

Ministry. 

The original preachers and fathers of this church have 
been often mentioned, viz. : Messrs. Baker and P. Hughes : 
since the constitution 

Rev. Jonathan Gibbins 

hath had the care of them (see his history under the Sounds 
Church). His successor is the present minister, viz. : 

Rev. John Benson. 

He took the oversight of the church (June 14, 1790) when 
he was ordained ; the ordainers were Messrs. Hughes, Pol- 
lard, Gibbins, and Dingle. Mr. Benson was born (July 22, 
1758) in Worcester County in Maryland. Bred a church- 
man. His wife is Tabitha Hitchins, by whom he has chil- 
dren "William, Elijah, Gideon, Tabitha. The next church 
in order of time is 

Mispillion. 

It is so distinguished from the hundred where the people 
reside, in the county of Kent, about 90 miles s. b. w. westerly 
from Philadelphia; the families about 18, whereof 11 per- 
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sons are baptized and in the communion, here administered 
quarterly. The minister is Rev. Joshua Dewees. No fixed 
salary. ~No meeting-house. No temporality. "Worship is 
commonly held at the house of Cornelius Dewees. The 
above is the present state of Mispillion, March 7, 1791. 

History. 

The Baptist interest got footing at Mispillion by means of 
Rev. Messrs. Boggs and Fleeson, who were invited to preach 
here about the year 1781. They repeated their visits and 
baptized some, five of whom joined Cowmarsh. After them 
Rev. Messrs. Baker, Hughes, and others preached and bap- 
tized till 20 Baptists we made at Mispillion: their names 
were Joshua Dewees, Elizabeth Dewees, Rachel Dewees, Corne- 
lius Dewees, Cornelius Dewees, Jr., Ann Dewees, John Dewees, 
Mary Dewees, Isaac Dewees, Mary Furchase, Martin Furchase, 
Peter King, Ann King, Ruth Merony, Coslia Jester, Avery 
Draper, William Merony, Esther Draper, James Thisslewood : 
these were formed into a church by said Fleeson and Boggs, 
May 10, 1783. 

Remarkables. 

This church hath decreased in eight years from 20 to 11, 
owing to deaths, emigration, and no additions equal to losses; 
and, it is to be feared, will soon come to nothing, as their 
minister purposes going to the western world in May next. 
(2) This church joined the Association of Philadelphia in 
1785, but was dismissed to the Salisbury Association in 1790. 

Ministry. 

The first who labored in these parts have been mentioned. 
Since they became a church 

Rev. Eliphaz Dazey 

ministered to them ; he was received into membership July 
23, 1784, which must have been the beginning of his pas- 
torship, but he resigned Dec. 24, 1785. His successor is 
the present minister, 
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Rev. Joshua Dewees. 

He was born in this neighborhood May 3, 1742. Bred a 
Presbyterian. Called to the ministry in this church in 1785. 
Ordained by Rev. Messrs. Fleeson, Boggs, and Dazey, Dec. 
26, 1785. His first wife was Elizabeth Bowman ; his second, 
Hannah Birch; his third, Elizabeth New, by whom he had 
children, Anna, Thomas, Lewis, Samuel, William, James, 
Jethro, Joshua, Elizabeth, Jr., Mary. The two first are 
married into the Brandel and Spencer families. The reason 
of his going to the back-woods was, that he might have land 
for his great family, which, I think, is a very good reason. 
Mr. Dewees's transition from a state of nature to a state of 
grace was tedious and distressing : his account of that tran- 
sition put me in mind of what John Bunyan saith of himself 
in his Grace abounding, etc. ; but it will not be long before he 
make another transit from a state of grace to a state of glory, 
for his lungs are wasting fast. The youngest church is 

Wilmington. 

This church is distinguished, as above, from the town 
where the meeting-house stands, in Christiana Hundred and 
county of New Castle, 27 miles towards s. w. b. w. h. w. from 
Philadelphia. The dimensions of the house are 40 feet by 35 ; 
it was built of bricks in 1785, on a lot of 210 feet by 60, the 
gift of Joseph Steadham, Esq. ; but a part is reserved by the 
donor for his own use. His conveyance is dated Aug. 23, 
1784. The house is accommodated with a stove, and will 
be a neat building when finished, for as yet it is but a shell. 
The families which usually make up the congregation are 
about 36, whereof 54 persons are baptized and in the com- 
munion, here celebrated quarterly. No temporality. Salary 
uncertain till the debt of the meeting-house be discharged. 
The above is the present state of Wilmington Church, May 

9, 1791. 

History. 

There were Baptists in Wilmington long before a Baptist 
Church existed in town ; particularly Mrs. Ann Bush (a 
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member of "Welsh-Tract Church) ; she settled here in 1748. 
In 1764 Mrs. Elizabeth Way (a member of Brandywine) 
came to the same place. In 1769 Mr. John Stow (member 
of Philadelphia) arrived here with his family. The residing 
of these Baptists here induced Baptist ministers to preach 
in town, but made no proselytes ; in so much that Wilming- 
ton was supposed not to be a proper soil to plant Baptists 
in. The first time that a prospect opened to the contrary 
was between the years 1782 and 1784 ; the means were (1) 
the preaching of Rev. Messrs. Boggs, Fleeson, and Hughes. 
(2) A religious society kept at the house of Mr. (now Rev.) 
Thomas Ainger ; he settled in town in the month of April, 
1783. Mr. Hughes came hither in 1782, and again in 1784. 
By the above means some (who had been converted long 
before) were quickened to do their duty ; these were bap- 
tized by Mr. Boggs (May 25, 1784) ; their names are Thomas 

Ainger, Rachel Ainger, Noah Cross, Mrs. Ferris. The 

same year Mr. Hughes baptized four more, viz. : Robert Smith, 
John Redman, Henry Walker, James (now Rev.) Macklaugh- 
lan ; the last is a New England convert ; two of the other 
attribute their conversion to the said society. Mr. Hughes 
came to this town (in 1782) to print a volume of hymns, 
most of which are of his own composing; and in 1784 to 
print an answer to a Virginia clergyman on the subject of 
baptism. This detained him in town for several weeks, 
during which time he preached constantly, sometimes at 
Mr. MeKennan's meeting-house, and sometimes at the town 
school-house, and gained much attention. Messrs. Fleeson 
and Boggs continued to visit the place alternately and bap- 
tized others; their names are Thomas Williams, Joseph 
Tomlinson, John McKim, Curtis Gilbert, Sarah Stow, Elizabeth 
Hopkins, Mary Matson : to these twelve must be added four 
more who had been baptized elsewhere, viz. : John Stow, 
Thomas Stow, Elizabeth Way, and Abigail Ainger: these 16 
persons were formed into a church Oct. 8, 1785, by Rev. 
Messrs. Griffiths, Fleeson, Boggs, and Dazey, and the next 
year were received into the Association. 
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Remarkables. 

Though the church of Wilmington hath existed but six 
years yet hath it increased from 16 to 54, besides deaths and 
detachments to other churches. (2) Several ministers sprang 
up in this church, young as it is, viz. : Rev. Messrs. Thomas 
Ainger, James McLaughlan, and Curtis Gilbert. Another 
has been licensed upon an appearance of pulpit-talents ; his 
name is Henry Walker ; he now resides at Alexandria in 
Virginia. (3) When believers-baptism starts up in any place it 
raises commotions and outcries, because the little image (in- 
fant sprinkling) " which fell down from Jupiter, and whom 
Asia and all the world worship, is like to be set at naught 
and its magnificence despised" it happened so at Wilming- 
ton ; for three societies (votaries of said little image) com- 
bined to preach down the monster Anabaptism. The minister 
of one congregation said not much against it, but exhibited 
a Swedish picture which shewed the manner in which John 
baptized Jesus, and which satisfied some who had been 
alarmed at hearing that neither sprinkling nor pouring was 
baptism. The minister of the other congregation showed 
no mercy to the said minister, but assured his congegation 
that, after studying his Greek Testament for three weeks, he 
could aver that to 6awreiZetv signified to sprinkle and pour as 
well as to dip : he also introduced father Abraham as the 
author of said little image, though the seed of Abraham were 
refused baptism on that plea, and forbidden the use of it in 
future (Mat. III. 9). Add to the above that he took a Bap- 
tist pamphlet to the pulpit and made some pleasant remarks 
upon it and the author : this pamphlet was written by Rev. 
Philip Hughes in answer to a Virginia clergyman of the 
Church of England; let any unprejudiced person read the 
pamphlet and he will know what to think of our pert censor's 
pleasantry. During the said commotion a veteran divine of 
a third society taught his people to love their neighbors as 
themselves; his name is McKennan. 
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Ministry. 

Some of the ministers who labored at "Wilmington have 
been mentioned already, viz. : Rev. Messrs. Hughes, Boggs, 
and Fleeson : the two last deserve further notice, for they 
not only preached often to the people, but exerted them- 
selves to collect money towards building their meeting- 
house, the first stone of which was laid by Mr. Fleeson ; he 
also saved (from the care of his own church) much of his 
time to serve them between 1785 and 1788, when one of 
their own members rose up to take the pastoral care of the 
church, viz. : 

JZev. Thomas Ainger. 

Somewhat of his history hath occurred already ; to which 
may be added that he was born in Philadelphia May 12, 
1755 ; bred a Presbyterian, and continued in that commun- 
ion to May 25, 1784, when he was baptized by Rev. P. 
Hughes. Called to the ministry April 15, 1786. Licensed 
May 19, 1787. Ordained by Rev. Messrs. Dr. Jones, David 
Jones, Eliphaz Dazey, Oct. 28, 1788 ; at which time he took 
on him the care of the church. His wife is Abigail Scull 
(widow of William Ferris), but no issue. He received serious 
impressions (of the religious kind) when young, which wore 
off; when he advanced to manhood they returned with more 
vigor and permanency. He followed them to what Presby- 
terians call full communion, but was all the while a stranger 
to the liberty of the children of God ; this liberty he obtained 
about the beginning of 1780 ; the means were his reading 
the eighth chapter of Romans, particularly the first verse, 
There is no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus. This 
he read (as it were) with new eyes, and consequently with 
new sensations, in so much that fears vanished and confi- 
dence took their place. He had frequent doubts relative to 
the validity of infant baptism while in the Presbyterian 
communion which he strove to suppress ; but being on the 
banks of Schuylkill (when baptism was celebrated in that 
river by Rev. P. Hughes) all his doubts vanished : so con- 
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formable to the gospel history of baptism appeared the 

whole transaction that he determined to go and do likewise. 

Syllabus. 

Baptist Churches in Delaware 8 

Members 380 

Families, about 376 

Souls (allowing 5 to a family) about .... 1880 

Ministers ordained 9 

Ministers licenciate 3 

Meeting-houses 4 

List of churches : the figures refer to the pages [in the original manuscript. 
The Index will supply the reader with the reference for the Magazine.] 

Welsh-Tract 160 

Sounds 180 

Broad Creek 185 

Cowmarsh 189 

Duck Creek 192 

Gravelly Branch 199 

Mispillion 201 

Wilmington 204 

List of ministers. 

Ainger, Thomas 209 

Boggs, John 178 

Baker, Elijah 182 

Benson, John 188 

Davis, David 177 

Dazey, Eliphaz . 191 

Davis, William 195 

Dewees, Joshua 203 

Ferrel, Gideon 198 

Fleeson, Thomas 209 

Griffith, Thomas 173 

Gibbins, Jonathan 184 

Gibbins, John ' . 187 

Gibbins, Samuel 187 

Jones, Griffith 195 

Jones, James 197 

Morgan, Enoch 176 

Patten, John 198 

Sutton, John 178 
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Sutton, James 190 

Thomas, Owen 177 

Thomas, Elisha 174 

Postscript. 

In the preface, to the second volume I advised the pur- 
chasers not to bind their books for a reason there given. I 
repeat the same advice with regard to this volume ; because 
three volumes more will complete the history of the Baptists 
in the Middle States. I also requested that if any error or 
defect should be discovered in that volume I might be in- 
formed of it, for the sake of correcting or supplying the 
same. No person (except he should try the experiment) 
can imagine the difficulty, if not impossibility, of correctness 
and accuracy in such an undertaking as I and others have 
been engaged in. Truth is the daughter of time. By it 
have mistakes in all histories been corrected. 



